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ii'Se ^rks fully persuaded that as the life of Christ comes 
» reigri in the earth, all abuse and unnecessary oppressioni 
3th or tho human and brute creation, will come to an end ; 
jt undSRhe sense of a deep revolt, and an overflowing 
ream 'or unrighteousness, his life has often been a life of 
iourning.''^j. 

He wacdittgly concerned on account of that inhuman and 
iquitous pippnce of making slaves of the people of Africa^ 

holding them in that state ; and on that account, he hath 
)t only written . some books, but travelled much on the Con- 
lent of .^migOfti in order to make the negro masters sensi- 
e of the wiicrf. such a practice ; and though in this journey 

Englandj^J^e was far removed from the outward sight of 
eir sufFei*3m^ y«t his deep exercise of mind remained, as 
jpears bj^slPteort treatise he wrote in this journey, and hia 
jquent concern to open the miserable state of this deeply in- 
red people. His testimony in the last meeting he attended, 
eis on this subject, wherein he remarked, that as i^Vs a 
ciety, when under outward sufferings, had often fou^Wour 
ncem tchjay them before those in authority, and thereby in 
e Lord's tirpe had obtained relief, so he recommended this 
pressed jfart of the creation to our notice, that we may, as 

sir sufferings in 
i^^ authority." 



ly may (yen, represmt their sufferings in an individual, if 
t a society da'pacity, tVthose 



rtract frofri^ the Testimonv of the Monlhly Meeting oj 
Friends^ held in BurlingioW^ Eighth Month 1, 1774. 

" He was for -rfiany years deeply exercised on account of 
epoor enslaved Africans, whose cause, as he^ometinnes men** 
ned, lay-alraos^'continually upon him ; and to obtain liber 
to th^&^aptives, he labored both in public and in private ; 
^ * mvci^ particularly careful as to himself not to counten- 
CQi^lavery, ^y&n by the use of those ^iS^eniences of life 
liBh Ijter^ furmshed by their labor/' 



EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL.. 



1753. 
A person at some distance lying sick, bis brother came to 
me to write his Will. I knew he had slaves, and asking bis 
brother, was told he intended to leave them as slaves to his 
children. As writing is a profitable employ, and as offending 
sober people was disagreeable to my inclination, I was strait- 
ened in my mind ; but as I looked lo the Lord, haioclined my 
heart to his testimony : and [ told the man, that I believed the 
practice of continuing slavery to this people was not right ; 
and had a scruple in my mind against doing writings of that 
kind : — that though many in our society kept them as slaves, 
still I was not easy to be concerned in it ; and desired to be 
excused from going to write the Will. I spake (o him in the 
fear of the Lord, and he made no reply to what I said, but 
wentevay ; he also had some concerns in the practice, and I 
thoil^lhe was displeased with me. In this case I had a 
fresh confirmation, that acting contrary to present outward 
interest, from a motive of divine love, and in regard to truth 
-and righteousness, and thereby incurring the resentments of 
people, opens the way to a treasure better than silver, and tp 
a friendship exceeding the friendship of man. 

A neighbor receiving a bad bruise in his body, sent for me 
to bleed him ; which beijjg done, he desired me to write IjIs 
Will ; and amongst other things, he told me, to which oT his 
children he gave his young negro. I considered the pain and 
distress he was in, and kyiew not how it would end ; so I 
wrote his Will, save only that part concerning his slave, and 
carrying it to his bedside, read it to him ; and then told him, 
in a friendly way, that I could not write any instruments by 
which my fellow creatures were mtxde ^\v\N^%;'«^QNi\\A'«i^^ 
trouble on mj own mind. I iel \\\m \lw^ ^^j^xV ^^^^^^ 



lothing for what I had done, and desired to b^ excused from 
loing the other part, in the way he proposed. We then had 
i serious conference on the subject ; at length he agree- 
ng to set her free, I finished his Will. 

Being on a religious visit in the Southern Provinces, he thus 
writes : — 

Soon after I entered this Province, a deep and painful exer- 
cise came upon me, which I often had some feeling of, since 
ny mind was drawn towards these parts. 

As the people live much on the labor of slaves, many of 
whom are used hardlj', ray concern was, that I might attend 
with singleness of heart, to the voice of the true Shepherd, 
and be so supported as to remain unmoved at the faces of 
men. 

As it is common for Friends, on such a visit, to have enter- 
tainment free of cost, a difficulty arose in my mind, with re- 
spect to saving my money, by kindness received, which to me 
appeared to be the gain of oppression. Receiving a gift, con- 
sidered as a gift, brings the receiver, under obligatioiMK) the 
benefactor, and has a natural tendency to draw the obliged into 
a party with the giver. To prevent difficulties of this kind, and 
to preserve the minds of judges from any bias, was that Divine 
prohibition ; '* Thou shalt not receive any gift : for a gift 
blindeth the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous." 

Being helped to sink down into resignation, I felt a deliver- 
ance from that tempest in which I had been sorely exercised, 
and in calmness of mind, went forward, trusting that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as I faithfully attended to him, would be a 
counsellor to me in all difficulties ; and that by his strength, I 
should be enabled even to leave money with the members of 
society, where I had entertainment, when I found, that omit- 
ting it, would obstruct that work, to which I believed he had 
called me. And as I copy this after my return, I may here 
dd, that oftentimes I did so, under a sense of duty. The way 
which I did it was this : when! exp^Ql^^ooxi vai\^»kH^ ^ 



Friend's housftirbere I had entertainment, if I believed that I 
should not keep clear from the gam of oppression, without 
leaving money, I spoke to one of the heads of the family 
privately, and desired them to accept those pieces of silver, 
and give them to such of their negioes as would make the 
best use of them ; at other times I gave them to the negroes 
iriyself, as the way looked clearest to me. Offering them to 
Bome who appeared to be wealthy people, was a trial both to 
me and them ; but the fear of the Lord so covered me at times, 
that my way was made easier than I expected ; and few, if 
any, manifested any resentment at the offer, and most of them, 
ftfter some talk, accepted them, 

On the way, happening in company with a Colonel of the 
Militia, who appeared to be a thoughtful man, I took occasion 
to remark on the difference, in general, between a people used 
to labor moderately for their living, training up their children in 
frugality and busmess, »nd those who live on the labor of 
slavey: the former in my view, being the most happy life : 
vith which he concurred, and mentioned the trouble arising 
from the untoward, slothful, disposition of the negroes ; ad- 
ding that one of our laborers would do as much in a day, as 
two of their slaves. I replied, that free njen, whose minds 
were properly on their business, found a satisfaction in improv- 
ing, cultivating, and providing for their families; but negroes 
laboring to support others, who claim them as their property 
and expecting nothing but slavery during life, had not the 
like inducement to be industrious. 

After some further conversation, I said, that men having 
power, too often misapphed it ; that though we made slaves 
of the negroes, and the Turks made slaves of the Christians, I 
however believed that liberty was the right of all men equal- 
ly ; which he did not deny, but said, the lives of the negroes 
were so wretched in their own country, that many of them 
lived better here than there, lot\\y s^\^^v\i^\^\^ ^^^>^.^s^^'*» 
ia regard to us, on what princapVe we %.^\. \ ^xi^ vx'^^ ^'qj^.^- 



LtioD on that subject ended. And I may here add, that 
QOther person, sometime afterward, mentioned the wretched- 
ess of the negroes, occasioned by their intestine wars, as an 
rgument in favor of our fetching them away for slaves ; to 
^hich I then replied, if compassion on the Africans, in regard 
) their domestic troubles, were the real motives of out pur- 
hasing them, that spirit of tenderness being attended to, 
^ould incite us tu use them kindly ; that as strangers brought 
ut of affliction, their lives might be happy among us ; and 
B they are human creatures, whose souls are as precious as 
urs, and who may receive the same help and comfort from 
le Holy Scriptures as we do, we could not omit suitable 
Ddeavors to instruct them therein ; but while we manifest, by 
ur conduct, that our views in purchasing them, are to 
dvance ourselves ; and while our buying captives taken in 
^ar, animates those parties to push on that war, and increase 
esolation among them : to say they lived unhappy in Africa, 
( far from being an argument in our favor. And I further 
aid, the present circumstances of these Provinces, to me ap- 
ear difficult ; that the slaves look Hke a burdensome stone, 
>,such who burden themselves with them ; a'nd that if the 
rhiie people retain a resolution to prefer their outward proa- 
ects of gnin, to all other considerations, and do not act con- 
[iientiousty towards them, as fellow creatures, I believe that 
urden will grow heavier and heavier, till times change in a 
ray disagreeable to us : at which the person appeared veiy 
erious, and owned, that in considering their condition, and .the 
lanner of their treatment in these Provinces: he had some- 
mes thought it might be just in the Almighty so to order it. 

Tlift sense I had of the state of the churches, brought a 
reijsrh? of distress upon me. The gold appeared to me dim, 
nd 'h:> (in<^ jrold changed ; and though this is the case too 
•ener^lly, yet the sense of it, in these parts, hath, in a par- 
w/ir m anger, borne heavy upon me. It appeared to me, 
;/ ') ifvailing spiril of \Yi\b vjo\\A, \\i^ uxvc\^^ q\ 



many were brought to an inward desolation ; and instead of 
the spirit of meekness, gentleness, and heavenly wisdom, 
which are the necessary companions of the true sheep of 
Christ, a spirit of fierceness, and the love of dominion, too gen* 
erally prevailed. ' From small beginnings in errors, great 
buildings, by degrees, are raised, and from one age to another, 
are more and more strengthened by the general concurrence 
of the people : and as men obtain reputation by their profession 
of the (ruth,their virtues are mentioned as arguments in favor of 
general error ; and those of less note, to justify themselves, 
say, such and such good men did the like. By what other 
steps could the people of Jud&h arise to that height in wick- 
ladness, as to give just ground to the prophet Isaiah, to declare^ 
in the narhe of the Lord, that ** none calleth for justice, nor amf 
pleadeth for truth :'' Is. lix. 4. Or for the Almighty to call upon 
the great city of Jerusalem, just before* the Babylonish cap^ 
livity, " If ye can find a man, if there be any who executelh 
judgment, that seeketh the truth, and I will pardon it." Jer. ▼. 
1. The prospect of a road lying open to the same degeneracy, 
in some parts of this newly settled land of America, in respect 
to our conduct towards the negroes, hath deeply bowed my 
mind in this journey ; and though, briefly to relate how these 
people are treated, is no agreeable work, 3'et after often read- 
ing over the notes 1 made as I travelled, 1 find my mind en- 
gaged to preserve them. Many of the white people in those 
Provinces, take little or no care of iiegro marriages ; and 
when negroes marry, after their own way, some take so little 
account' of those marriages, that with views of outward in- 
terest, they ofien part men from their wives, by selling them 
far asunder. * * * Many, whose labor is heavy, are followed, 
at their business in the field, by a man with a whip, hired for 
that purpose, and have in common little else allowed, but one 
peck of Indian corn, and some salt for one week, with a few 
potatoes ; the potatoes they commonly raise by their labour 
on the first day of the week. 
The correction ensuing on lhe\t d\*o\>fe^wTwc^ vo ^Nv:«R.^:^^N^st 
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Blothfulness in business, is often very severe, and soraetinieft 
desperate. 

Men and women have many times scarce clothes enough to 
cover them, and boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, are 
often withoiit clothing amongst their master's children. 

A few use some endeavors to instruct those they have in 
reading ; but in common, this is not only neglected, but dis- 
approved. These are the people, by whose labor, the other 
inhabitants are in a great measure supported, and many of 
them, in the luxuries of life ; these are the people, ^who have 
made no agreement to serve us, and who have not forfeited 
their liberty that we know of; these are the souls for whom 
Christ died : and for our conduct towards them, we must an* 
ewer before Him, who is no respecter of persons. 

They who know the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
He hath sent, and are thus acquainted with the merciful, be« 
nevolent, gospel spirit, will therein perceive that the indigna* 
tion of God is kindled against oppression and cruelty ; and in 
beholding the great distress of so numerous a people, will find 
cause for mourning. 

To rational creatures bondage is uneasy, and frequently cc* 
easions sourness and discontent in them ; which effects the 
fJBiroily, and those who claim the mastery over them : and thri 
people and their children are many times encompassed with 
vexations, which arise from their applying to wrong methods 
to get a living. 

Treasures though small, obtained on a true principle of vir* 
tue, are sweet in the possession ; and while we walk in the 
light of the Lord, there is true comfort and satisfaction, He»*e 
neither the murmurs of an oppressed people, nor throbbing 
uneasy conscience, nor anxious thoughts about the event of 
things, hinder the enjoyment of it. 

A Friend ot Bome noto in Virgima»"w\io\vttX\i*\vc^%^ x.^'^ 



me, that, being ixx from home on a lonesome journey, he had 
manj serious thoughts about them ; ^nd that his mind was so 
impressed therewith, that he believed he saw a time coming, 
when Divine Providence would alter the circumstance of thes^ 
people, respecting their condition as slaves. 

\ * He thus speaks of attending the Yearly Meeting, of whicb 

he was a member, held in Philadelphia, 1759 : 

In this Yearly Meeting, * * * the case of slave keeping lay 
heavy upon me. * * * When this case was opened, several 
faithful Friends spake weightily thereto, with which I was 
comforted : and feeling a concern to cast in my mite, I said in 
substance, as follows : " In the difficulties attending us in this 
life, nothing is more precious than the mind of truth, inwardly 
manifested ; and it is my earnest desire, that in this weighty 
matter, we maybe so truly humbled, as to be favoured with a 
clear understanding of the mind of truth, and follow it ; this 
would be of more advantage to the society, than any medium 
not in the clearness of Divine Wisdom. The case is difficiilt to 
some who have them ; but if such set aside all self4nterest, and 
come to be weaned from the desire of getting estates, or even 
from holding them together, where truth requires the contrary, 
I believe way will open that they will know how to steer 
through those difficulties." 

Many Friends appeared to be deeply bowed under the 
weight of the work, and manifested much firmness, in their 
love to the cause of truth, and universal righteousness on the 
earth : and, though none did openly justify the practice of 
slave keeping in general, yet some appeared concerned, lest 
the meeting should go into such measures, as might give un- 
easiness to many brethren ; alleging, that if Friends patiently 
continued under the exersise, the Lord, in time to come, might 
open a way for the deliverance of these people. I, finding an 
engagement to speak, said, ** My mind is often led to consider 
the purity of the Divine Being, and the juatvee q1 ^\& ^^%- 
meats; and herein my soul is coveted V\\-\i v«V^^^'3a»- '^tw- 

« ny slaves on this continent aie op^xea^^^^ ^'^^ ^^"^"^ w&'a.Xia:^^ 



reached the ears of the Most High. Such are the puritj 
and certainty of his judgments that he cannot he partial in our 
favour. In infinite love and goodness, he hath opened our 
understandings from one time to another, concerning our duty 
towards this people ; and it is not a time for delay. Should 
we now he sensible of what he requires of us, and through a 
respect to the private interest of some persons, or through a 
regard to some friendships, which do not stand on an irornuta* 
ble foundation, neglect to do our duty in firmness and constan- 
cy, still waiting for some extraordinary means to bring about 
their deliverance ; it may be by terrible things in righteotrss^ss^ 
God may answer us in this matter. 

As persons setting negroes free in our Province, are bound 
by law to maintain them, in case they have need of relief ; 
some who scrupled keeping slaves for term of life, in the time 
of my youth, were wont to detain their young negroes in their 
service till thirty years of age, without wages, on that account. 
With this custom I so far agreed, that I, being joined to an* 
other friend, in executing the will of a deceased iViend, once 
sold a negro lad till he might attain the age of thirty years, 
and applied the money to the use of the estate. 

With abasement of heart, I may now say, that sometimes, 
as I have sat in a meeting, with my heart exercised towards 
that awful Being, who respecteth not persons or colors, and 
have looked upon this lad, I have felt that all was not clear 
in my mind respecting htm : and as I have attended to this 
exercise, and fervently sought the Lord, it hath appeared to 
me, that I should make some restitution, but in what way I 
saw not till lately ; when being under some concern, that I 
may be resigned to go on a visit to parts of the West Indies ; 
end under close engagement of spirit, seeking to the Lord for 
counsel herein : that of my joining in the sale aforesaid, came 
heavily upon me ; and my mind for a time was covered with 
darkness aad sorrow] and under this sore affliction, my heart 
ws^s softenetf to recej ve instruction. Hct^ 1 fcav %«k.Hi , v\«x ^^ 
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I had been one of the two executors, who had sold this lad 
nine jears longer than is common for our own children td 
serve, so I should now offer a part of my subsistetice, fo re- 
deem the last half of that nine years ; but as the time was 
not jet come, I executed a bond, binding me and my execti-< 
tors, to pay to the man he was sold to, what, to candid men 
might appear equitable, for the last four and a half years of 
his time, in case the said youth should be living, and in a con« 
dition likely to provide comfortably for himself. 

[Being under great exercise of mind, respecting his prospect 
of duty to visit the West Indies ; and also doubting the pro" 
priety of taking passage in a vessel, engaged in the West In- 
dia trade, on account of the " oppression the slaves lie under, 
who raise the West India produce," he wrote the following, 
which be showed to the owners of a vessel engaged in this 
trade, and to sail about that time.] 

** To trade freely with oppressors, and without laboring to 
dissuade from such unkind treatment, and seek for gain bj 
such traffic, tends, I believe, to make them more easy respect* 
ing their conduct, than they would be, if the cause of univer- 
sal righteousness was humbly and firmly attended to, by those 
in general with whom they have commerce ; and that com- 
plaint of the Lord, by his prophet, " They have strengthened 
the hands of the wicked," hath very often revived in my mind ; 
and I may here add some circumstances, preceding any pros- 
pect of a visit there. The case of David hath often been be- 
fore me of late years : he longed for some water in a well, be- 
yond an army of Philistines, at war with Israel j and some of 
his men, to please him, ventured their lives in passing through 
this army, and brought that water. It doth not appear that 
the Israelites were then scarce of water, but rather, that Da- 
vid gave way to delicacy of taste ; but having thought on the 
danger these men were exposed to, he considered this water 
as their blood, and his heart smote him that he could not drink 
it, but poured it out to the Lord. Xtv^vYv^ ^^^\%"si\^Tv ^\ '^lisi 
slaves, which I have seen in 8eve\^\ yi\ircvv» wjkW'Cvv^^^t^N 



this continent, and the report of their treatment in the West** 
Indies, hath deeply affected me ; and a care to live in the spir- 
it of peace, and ^minister just cause of offence to none of my 
fellow creatures, hath, from lime to time, livingly revived on 
my mind. And under this exercige, I, for some years past 
have declined to gratify my palate with those sugars." 

" I do not censure my brethren in these things ; but believe 
the Father of mercies,^to whom all mankind by creation, are 
equally related, hath heard the groans of this oppressed people; 
and is preparing some to have a tender feeling of their condi- 
tion : and the trading in, or frequent use of, any produce known 
to be raised by the labors of those, who are under such lamen- 
table oppression, hath appeared to be a subject, which may 
yet more require the serious consideration of the humble fol» 
bwers of Cbrist, the Prince of peace." 

" After long and mournful exercise, I am now free to men- 
tion how things haveopened in my mind, with desires that if it 
may please the Lord, further to open his will to any of his 
children in this matter, they may faithfully follow him in such 
further manifestation." 

Being visited with a fit of illness, and brought very low, he 
dictated to a Friend, as follows : — 

1 mo. 4, 1770. " I have seen in the Light of the Lord, 
that the day is approaching, when the man that is the most 
wise in human policy, shall be the greatest fool ; and the arm 
that is mighty to support injustice, shall be broken to pieces : 
the enemies of righteousness shall make a terrible rattle, and 
shall mightily torment one another ; foi: He that is omnipotent 
is rising up to judgment, and will plead the cause of the op- 
pressed. 



SOME CONSIDERATIONS 

ON 

THE KEEPING OF NEGROES. 

SBCOamSMDSO to THB FBOFBSeORS OF CHItlSTIAKITT OF BVBRT DENOMINATION. 



*' Inasmuch ntt ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, ye have done 
ituntome."— itfaW. XXV. 40. 

*' Ye shal' notreppect pernonsin judirment ; but ye ghaU hear the pmall BBwoUaflthe 
jreal ; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man ; for the judgment is Qod*»."—Deut. i, 17. 



The general disadvantage which the poor Africans lie un- 
der in an enlightened christian country, having often filled me 
with real sadness ;***♦** I now think it my duty, thro' 
divine aid, to oflfer some thoughts thereon to the consideration 
of others. 

. "When we remember that all nations are of one blood, * * * 
that in this world we are but sojourners, that we are subject to 
the like afflictions and infirmities of body, the like disorders and 
frailties in mind, the like temptations, the same death, and the 
same judgment, and, that the all- wise B^ing is judge and Lord 
over us all, it seems to raise an idea of a general brotherhood, 
and a disposition easy to be touched with a feeling of each 
others afflictions : but when we * * * * retain in our minds 
the distinction betwixt us and them, with respect to our 
knowledge and improvement in things divine, natural and ar* 
lificial, our breasts being apt to be filled with fond notions of 
superiority, there is danger of erring in our conduct towards 
lihem. 

Placing on men the ignominious title of SLAVE, dressing 
them in uncomely garments, and keeping them to servile la- 
bour, * * ♦ *also, tends gradually to fix a notion in the mind, 
that they are a sort of people, below us in nature, and leads us 
to consider them such, in all our conclusions about them. 

To prevent such error, let us calmly consider their circum- 
stance ; and, the better to do it, make thrir case ours. Sup- 
pose, then, that our ancestors and we \\v\v\ \i^^w^^^"Ciafc^v^ 
constant ser vituf]c,in the more setvVVe olTvO* \t\to\ox ^tcv^^^'c^^^'^ 
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of life; that U'e bad been destitute of the help of reading and 
good company ; that amongst ourselves we had few wise and 
pious instructors ; that the religious amongst our superiors sel- 
dom took notice of us ; that while others, in ease, had plen^ 
tifully heaped up the fruit of our labour, we had received 
barely enough to reheve nature ; and being wholly at the 
command of others, had generally been treated as a contempt- 
ible, ignorant part of mankind : should we in that case, h% 
less abject than they now are ? Again, if oppression be so hard 
to bear, that a wise man is made mad by it, Eccl. vii. 7, then 
a sbries of those things altering the behaviour and manners of 
a people, is what may be reasonably be expected. 

" Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so to them." 1 take it, that all men, by nature, are equal- 
ly entitled to the equity of this rule, and under the indispen* 
sable obligations of it. One man ought not to look upon an^ 
other man, or society of men, as so far beneath him, but that 
he should put himself in their place, in all his actions towards 
them, and bring all to this test, viz. How should I approve 
of this conduct, were I in their circumstances, and they in 
mine? 

It may be objected there is cost of purchase, and risk of 
their lives to them who possess them, and therefore needful 
that they make the best use of their time. In a practice just 
and reasonable, such objections may have weight ; but if the 
work be wrong from the beginning, there is little or no force 
in them. If I purchase a man who hath never forfeited his lib- 
erty, the natural right of freedom is within him ; and shall I 
keep him and his posterity in servitude and ignorance ? ** How 
should I approve of this conduct, were 1 in his circumstances 
and he in mine ?" 

We may further consider, that they are now amongst us, 

and those of our nation the cause of their being here ; thai 

whatsoever difficulty accrues thereon, we are justly chargea- 

Me with, and to bear all inconveniences attending it, with a 

gteriQua aod weighty concern of inind to do our duty by them* 
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18 the best we can do. To seek a remedy by continuing th« 
oppression, because we have power to do it, will, I apprehend, 
hot be doing as we would be done by. 

How deeply soever men are involved in the most exquisite 
difficulties, sincerity of heart, and upright walking before God, 
ireely submitting to his Providence, is the most sure remedy- 
He only is able to relieve, not only persons, but nations, in 
their greatest calamities. 

Where tinrighteousness is justified from one age to another, 
it is like dark matter gathering into clouds over us. We may 
know that this gloom will remain, till the -cause he remoi^ed 
ty a reformation, or change of times ] and may feel a desire, 
4rom a iove of equity^ to speak on the occasion ; yet where 
>rror is so strong, that it may not be spoken against, without 
tfiome prospect of inconvenience to the speaker, this difficulty 
is likely to operate on our weakness, and quench the good de- 
sires in us ; except we dwell so steadily under the weight <tf 
it, as to be made willing to ** Endure hardness" on that ac- 
icount. Where men exert their talents against vices, general- 
ly accounted such, the ill eflfecls whereof are presently per- 
ceived in a government, all men who regard their own temporal 
^ood^ are likely to approve the work. But when that which 
is inconsistant with perfect equity, hath the law,or countenance 
cf the great, in its favor, though the tendency thereof be quite 
contrary to the true happiness of mankind in an equal, if not 
greater degree, than many things accounted reproachful to 
Christians ^- yet, as these ill effects are not generally perceived, 
they who labor to dissuade from such things, which people 
believe accord with their interest, have many difficulties to en- 
counter. 

The repeated charges, which God gave to his Prophets^ 
imply the dangers they were in, of erring on this hand. " Be 
not afraid of their faces ; for I am with thee, to deliver thee, 
flaith the Lord.*' Jer. i. 8. " Speak all the words that I command 
ihee to speak to them ^ ^fiminish not a word.'' Jer. xxvi. 2« 
^^d thoii, son of man, be not aSt^<\ ol \!ck»wij^ xw'qk. ^assssa:^^ 
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at their looks. Speak my words to them, whether they will 
hear or whether they will forbear." Ezek. ii, 6, 7. 

That the liberty of man was, by the inspired law-giver es- 
teemed precious, appears in this : that such who unjustly de- 
prive men of it, were to be punished in Hke manner as if 
they had murdered ihem. ** He that stealeth a man, and sel- 
leth him ; or if he be found in his hand, shall surely be put to 
death." This part of the law was so considerable, that Paul, 
the learned Jew, giving a brief account of the uses of thQ 
law, adds this, *' It was made for men-stealers." 1 Tim. i. 10. 

The great men amongst that people, were exceedingly op- 
pressive ; and it is likely, exerted their whole strength and in- 
fluence, to have the law construed to suit their turns. — The 
honest servants of the Lord had heavy work with them in re- 
gard to their oppression ; a few instances follow. " Thus 
saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel ; Amend your ways, 
and your doings ; and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 
If you thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his 
neighbour ; if you oppress not the stranger, the fatherless and 
the widow ; and shed not innocent blood in this place ; neither 
walk after other gods to your hurt, then will I cause you ta 
, dwell in this place," Jer. vii 3, 5 Again, a message was 
sent, not only to the inferior ministers of justice, but also to 
the chief ruler. " Thus saith the Lord ; Go down to the 
house of the king of Judah, and speak there this word : Ex- 
ecute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled 
out of the hand of the oppressor ; and do no wrong, do no vi- 
olence to the stranger, the fatherless and the widow, neither 
shed innocent blood in this place." Then adds, that in so do- 
ing they should prosper ; '* But if ye will not hear these words, 
I swear by myself saith the Lord, that this house shall be- 
come a desolation." Jer. xxii. 

Some who keep slaves, have doubted as to the equity of the 

practice ; but as they knew men, noted for their piety, who 

were in it, this, they say, has made their minds easy. To 

lean on the example of men in doubliu\ cd&^/^ dS&^>3\x\ {"(^x 
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only admit, (hat those men were hot faithful and upright to 
Ihe bigheet degree, but that in some particular case the j erred* 
and it may follow that this one case was the same, about 
which we are in doubt ; and to quiet our minds by their ex- 
ample, may be dangerous to ourselves ; and continuing in it, 
prove a stumbling-block to tender- minded people who succeed 
us, in like manner as their examples are to us. 

Forced subjection, of innocent persons of full age, is incon* 
eistent with right reason ; on one side, the human mind is not 
naturally fortified with that firmness in wisdom and goodness, 
necessary to an independent ruler ; on the other side, to be 
subject to the uncontrollable will of a man, liable to err, is 
most painful and afflicting to a conscientious creature. 

Through the foice of long custom, it appears needful to 
apeak, in relation to color. — Suppose a white child, ***** 
falls into the hands of a person, who endeavours to keep him 
a slave, some men would account him an unjust man in doin^ 
«o, who yet appear easy while many blacl^ people, of honest 
lives, and good abilities are enslaved. ***** This is owing 
chiefly to the idea of slavery being connected with the black 
color, and liberty with the white ;- — and where false ideas are 
twisted into our minds, it is with difficulty we get fairly disen- 
tangled. 

A traveller, in cloudy weather, misseth his way, makes 
many turns while he is lost ; still forms in his mind, the bear- 
ing and situation of places, and though the ideas are wrong, 
they Gx as fast as if they were right. Finding how things 
are, we see our mistake ; yet the force of reason, with repeat- 
ed observations on places and things, do not soon remove those 
false notions, so fastened upon us ; but it will seem in the im« 
agination as if the annual course of the sun was altered ; and 
though, by recollection, we are assured it is not, yet those 
ideas do not suddenly leave ua. 

Selfishness being indulged, clouds the understanding ; and 
where selfish men, for a long time, proceed on their way, with* 
Out opposition, the deceivableneaa oiC >aitk^^ws<^tv^*^.^Na 
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rooted in their latellects, that a candid examination of things 
relating to self-interest is prevented ; and in this circumstance^ 
some who would not agree to make a slave of a person, whose 
color is like their own, appear easy in making slaves of others 
of a different color, though their nnderstandinsrs and morals 
are equal to the generality of men of their own color. 

The color of a man availd nothing in matters of right and 
equity. Consider color in relation to treaties ; by such, dis- 
putes betwixt nations are sometimes settled ; and should the 
Father of us all so dispose things, that treaties with black 
men should be necessary, how then would it appyear amongst 
their princes and ambassadors, to insist on the prerogative oC 
the white color ? 

Whence is it that men, who believe in a righteous omnipo- 
tent Being, to whom all nations stand equally related, and are 
equally accountable, remain so easy in it, but that the ideas 
of Negroes and slaves are so interwoven in the mind, that 
they do not discuss this matter with that candour and freedom 
of thought, which the case justly calls for ? 

A covetous mind, which seeks opportunity to exalt itself 
is a great enemy to true harmony in a country : envy and 
grudging usually accompany this disposition, and it tends to 
stir up its likeness in others. And where this disposition 
ariseth so high, as to embolden us to look upon honest indus- 
trious men as our own property during life, und to keep them 
to hard labor, to support us in i.ixury ; or to use any means 
of oppression ; a haughty spirit is cherished on one side, anil 
the deoire of revenge frequently on the other, till the inhabit- 
ants of the land are ripe for great commotion and trouble : 
and thus luxury and oppression have the seeds of war and 
desolation in them. 

He, who, of old, heard the groans of the children of Israel« 

under the .hard taskmasters in Egypt, I trust, hath looked 

down from his holy habitation, on the miseries of these deepijr 

oppressed pQopU. Mdiay lives have been shortened through 
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extreme oppression, while they labored to support luxUry and 
worldly greatness ; and tboiigh many people in outward 
prosperity, may think little of these things, yet the gracious 
Creator hath regard to the cries of the innocent, however un- 
noticed by men. 

The Lord, in the riches of his goodness, is leading some 
into the feeling of the condition of this people, who cannot 
rest without laboring as their advocates ; of which, in some 
measure, I have had experience, for in the movings of his love 
in my heart, these poor sufferers have been brought near to 
me. The unoffending aged and infirm, made to labor too 
hard, kept on a diet less comfortable than their weak state re- 
quired, and exposed to great difficulties under hard-hearted 
men, — to whose sufferings, I have often been a witness ; — and 
under the heart-mehing power of Divine love, their misery 
hath felt to me like the misery of my parents. With the con- 
dition of the youth, my mind has often been affected, as with 
the afflictions of my children ; and in a feeling of the misery 
of these people, and of that great offence, which is minister- 
ed to them, my tears have been often poured out before the 
Lord. 

If we bring this matter home, and, as Job proposed to his 
friends, " Put our souls m their souls* stead" ; Job, xvi. 4. if we 
consider ourselves, and our children, as exposed to the hard- 
ships which these people lie under, in supporting an imaginary 
greatness j did we, in such case, behold an increase of luxury 
and superfluity amongst our oppressors, and therewith felt an 
increase of the weight of our burdens, and expected our pos- 
terity to groan under oppression after us , — under all this mis- 
ery, had we none to plead our cause, nor any hope of relief 
fro.n jian, how wo id our cries ascend to the God of the spirits 
of all flesh, who judgeth the world in righteousness, and in 
his own time is a refuge for the oppressed ! 

If they, who thus afflicted us, continued to lay claim to re- 
ligion, and were assisted in their business by others, esteemed 
pious people, who, through aiu^\\^a\i\^^*vJDL^^^£iv^'^^^^ 
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ened their hands in tjrannjr* ;-^in such a state, when ve 
•were hunger-bitten, and could not have suflScient nourishment, 
but saw them; pleasing their taste with things fetched froih 
far : — when we were wearied with labor, denied the libert j to 
rest, and saw them spending their time at ease ; when gar- 
ments, answerable to our necessities, were denied us, while we 
saw them clothed in that which was costly and delicate :— 
under such afflction, how would these painful feelings rise up 
as witnesses against their pretended devotion ! And if the 
name of their religion was mentioned in our hearing, how 
would it sound in our ears, like a word which signified self ex- 
altation and hardness of heart ! 

If these negroes had come here as merchants, with their 
ivory and gold dust, in order to trade with us, and some power- 
ful person had taken their effects to himself,and then put them 
to hard labor, and ever after considered them as slaves, the 
action would be looked upon as unrighteous. * * * * * » 
In the present case, relating to home-born Negroes, if we hare 
any claim to them as slaves, mat claim is grounded on iheir 
being the children or offspring of slaves, who, in general, were 
madesuch^ through means as unrighteous, and attended with 
more terrible circumstances, than the case last supposed ; so 
that when we trace our claim to the bottom, these home-bom 
Negroes, having paid for their education, and given reasonable 
security to those who owned them, in case of their becoming 

chargeable, we have no more equitable right to their service^ 
than we should if they were the children of honest merchants, 
who came from Guinea in an English vessel to trade with us* 
If we claim any right to them as the children of slaves, we build 
on the foundation laid by them, who made slaves of their ances<» 
tors ; so that of necessity we must either justify the trade, or 
relinquish our right to them as being the children of slaves. 

* May not our Friend be supposed here to allude to those, n^ho by pnr-^ 
ehasintr, or ennsuming articles, procured from the unrequited labor of %\st 
Mave, atreafftUea the Aanda of the optpretv^r t 



It was the command of the Lord, through Moses, '* Thou 
shalt not suffer sin upon thy brother : thou shah, in any wise, 
rKbuke thy brother, and shalt not suffer sin \j\j^a him." Lev. 
xix. 17. 

Why should it seeiti right to honest men, to make advant* 
age by these people more than by others 9 * * * * — These 
have made no contract to serve ; been no more expensive in 
raising up than others, and many of them appear as likely to 
make a right use of freedom as other people ; which way 
then, can an honest man withhold from them that liberty, 
which is the free gift of the Most High to his rational crea- 
tures 1 The upright in heart cannot succeed the wicked in 
their wickedness ; nor is it consonant to the life they live, to 
hold fast an advantage unjustly gained. 

It is granted by many, that the means used in getting them, 
are unrighteous, and that buying them, when brought 
here, is wrong ; yet as setting them free, is attended with some 
difficulty, they do not comply with it ; but seem to be of the 
opinion, that to give them food and raiment, and keep them 
servants, wiihout any other wages, is the'best way to manage 
them that they know of. While present outward interest is 
the chief object of our attention, we shall feel many objections 
in our minds against renouncing our claim to them, as the 
children of slaves ; for being prepossessed with wrong opin- 
ions, prevents our seeing things clearly, which to indifferent 
persons are easy to be seen. 

If we seriously consider, that liberty is the right of innocent 
men ; that the Mighty God is a refuge for the oppressed ; that 
in reality we are indebted to them ; that they being set free, 
are still liable to the penalties of our laws, and as likely to have 
punishment foi their crimes as other people : this may answer 
all our objections : and to retain them in perpetual servitudoi 
without just cause for it, will produce effects, in the event, 
more grievous than setting them free would do, when a real 
love to truth and equity was the motive to it. 

Negroes are our fellow creatuies^ «Ltid\Vvett^\^^«l^^^sw&^^^ 
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requires our Berious consideration. We know not the time 
when thope scales, in which mountains are weighed, may 
turn. The Pacent of mankind is gracious : His care is over 
his smallest^ creatures ; and a muliitude of men escape not 
His notice : And though many of them are trodden down, 
and despised, yet He remembers them : He seeth their afflic- 
tion, and looketh upon the spreading, increasing exaltation of 
the oppressor. Ho turns the channels of power, humbles 
the most haughty people, and gives deliverance to the op- 
pressed, at such periods as are consistent with Ehs infinite 
justice and goodness. 
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" True humanity consists not in a squeamish ear; it consists not in stai^ 
ingf or shrinking at such tales as these, but in a disposition of heart to 
relieve misery. — True humanity appertains rather to the mind than the 
nerves ajMk prompts men to use real active endeavors to execute action 
which it suggests." T. F. BUXTON. 



Extract from the Journal of William Savery, also an ap» 
proved minister of the Society of Friends. 

6lh mo. 1791, On our road we met between thirty and 
forty negroes of both sexes, almost naked, some of them lama 
and decrepid, travelling to Ashley bridge, a considerable dis- 
tance off] there to be put up and sold at vendue. This made 
our hearts sad, and caused the reflection, certainly there is a 
righteous and omniscient Judge that commiserates the pooK 
and oppressed, and takes cognizance of the actions of hard 
hearted and merciless oppressors ; and by terrible things io 
righteousness, will sooner or later plead the cause of the afflict- 
ed. It is sorrowful, that because judgment against an evil 
work is not speedily executed, the hearts of men are set to do 
evil. 

The people can scarcely tolerate us, on account of our ab- 
horrence of slavery. 

* * * * Crossed Savannah river, and lodged at — Blunl'g, 
who is a hard hearted slave-holder. One of his lads, about 
fourteen, coming in from the field at dark, was ordered to go 
and milk the cows ; and falling asleep through weariness, the 
master called out and orderfed him a flogging. I asked him 
what he meant by a flogging. He replied, the way we serve 
them here, is, we cut their backs till they are raw all overt 
and then salt them. Upon this, my feelings were roused, I 
told him that was too bad, and queried if it were possible ; h^ 
replied it was, with many curses upon the blacks. It dis- 
turbed us much, but I hoped his orders would not be obeyed. 
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We went to supper, and this unfeeling wretch craved a bles« 
sing, which I considered to be equally abhorrent to the Divine 
Being, as his curses. Rose the next morning, andlfcfeilst at 
the door musing, I heard some one begging for mercy, and also 
the lashes of a whip. Not knowing whence the sound came, 
I ran, and presently found the poor boy tied up to a post, his 
toes scarcely touching the ground ; and a negro whipper, with 
five or six hazel rods lying by him. He had alrearly cut him 
in an .unmerciful manner, and the blood ran to his heels. I 
stepped in between them, and ordered him untied immediately ; 
•which, with some reluctance and astonishment was done. 
Returning to the house, I saw the landlord, who then shewed 
himself in his true colors, the most abominably wicked man I 
ever met with, full of horrid execrations and threatening upon 
all the Northern people ; but I did not spare h^m, which occa- 
sioned a by-stander to express, with an oath, that I should be 
" popped over." 

We left ihem, distressed in mind, and having a lonesome 
wood of twelve miles to pass through, were in full expecta- 
tion of their way-laying, or coming after us, to put their wicked 
threats in execution ; but the Lord restrained them. This was 
a day of heaviness and soriowful reflection, and the next house 
we stopped at, we found the samo wicked spirit. Wc rode, 
through many rice swamps, where the blacks are very numer- 
ous, great droves of these i)oor slaves, working up to the mid- 
die in water, men and women nearly naked : a peck of corn is 
their miserable subsistence for a week. A gloomy sadness 
covered them, so as scarcely to admit of the interchange of a 
sentiment. O Christianitj' and humanity, how are ye disgra- 
ced ! Wheie will such astonishingly horrible conduct end ? 
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